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the epic tradition. It draws attention to various ways in which the internal audience, as well 
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epic poets from their canonical position as interpreters of their age, and allows them a right to 
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study encourages us to consider Roman epic from various viewpoints, and to continue discus-
sion of its goals and ideals.
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one of the most intricate questions of Latin linguistics and literary studies: how and to what 
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are vital to any student of Roman literature or of linguistic variation and change.
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another serious problem is that the terms are used inconsistently among scholars. It is well 
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to that of high-status people, may occur in both these senses even in a single study.
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not confuse diaphasic and diastratic variation. The concept of register appears a useful tool 
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refrains from offering any.

C���������
������������8��!�������N���������%��������%��������
�������'���������������-
��'���������
����������
�������������
�
������������������
������!�����������
�'�����������
������

����������������
����A������N���������%�������������������
������������������
���������
��
��������
���������������������

�H������
������������
��������H�
���������������������������
�
�



Arctos�O=�P)*+)Q292

and, secondly, by the grammarians and commentators. The analysis of the rhetoricians, heavily 
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'simple style'. It is, however, the grammarians who appear to be more aware of (or interested 
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however, regard with reservation Bauer's suggestion that the origin of this shift was in the crea-
tive freedom of the poet. The motivation could be sought, instead, in the semantic potential of 
these noun phrases (perhaps cross-linguistically). In any case, further research on this interest-
ing topic is required.
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